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	Australia’s fisheries stretch from the subantarctic to the tropics and cover a huge range of habitats. Jurisdiction in the offshore fisheries is vested in the Australian federal government while Australia’s State governments and the Northern Territory are charged with managing mainly their inshore commercial fisheries, and also recreational fisheries. The Australian Government managed fisheries are designated Commonwealth fisheries, and since 1992 their management responsibility has been assigned to a statutory authority, the Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA). 
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